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CIA Director
:Heartened by
*Visit Abroad |

P

:%

Ualted Press Intematlowal I

¥ CIA Director. George . .-t
+Bush revealed 'y esterday
“that he has been on a recent”
rsecret mission to three for-
,,exgn countries on a fact-find-
»ma tour "and was- encour-
“aged by what he found.

. Speaking without notes at "
-{‘;_‘a luncheon of the Ameérican '
»Society of Newspaper Edi-

~tors Bush *mentioned the

#matter during an: address’

"defendmg the' Central Intel- -
tligence Agency and under-
'lmina the necessity for in-
.\.telhgence to maintain Amer-
‘ncan democracy.

_T:f Bush, talking to reporters
safter his speéch, declined to.
jxdentnfy the countries he vis-
sited or “when “he - vxs1ted
Ihem o R
i said it was secret and
k -that’s’ what that means,” he
said. NS
z Bush was believed to have
sgone to Western Europe, but
CIA officials with him said
‘»they could not say where he
had been or :when “he had
gone, ‘i s vclecnprov w
Bush®*volunteered®the* it
formatlon in his impromptu
¢&ddress to the.ASNE edi:"
“tors, to the apparent discom-
%fiture of at least one intelli--
gence aide with him..

! Bush was talking about
:the morale of the CIA com.
.munity following almost twg'’|
.years of congressional and;
“press disclosures of the for:
-eign and domestic abuses
ijth which the agency. has
-been charged. . L
. “Itis a fantastic: reservoir.
- of discipline in the CIA he’
-said. “Our personnel, people‘-.
: say that the quantity of ap-,
~plications is up. This is anqj
‘expression of confidence in:]
{the agency Mo"ale is A
.one. B '..
“I’ve just come back from' |
.a secret mission to three
! countries.” He added. mth-
Lout explanation, that h2 was
. ;encouraged by what he
: found D
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